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Languages at the Present Day: An Inaugural Lecture Delivered Before the University of Oxford,
November 29, 1910 Lecture without paying a tribute no less earnest because it is necessarily short,
to the memory of the man, who, I may say, inspired it. Nothing I might here say could express the
debt I owe to my predecessor, the late Professor Morfill; his genuine and generous enthusiasm for
the subject in which we were both so deeply interested encouraged me to emulation, while his
brilliant wit and amazing memory left me in no doubt of the desperate nature of the attempt.
Those who remember his wonderful gifts, who delighted in them, and must delight in the
remembrance of them, may draw on their memories to supplement those qualities which will be
found lacking, while those who did not know him will have the misfortune to realize what it is they
have lost. Professor Morfill was the first official representative of Slavonic philology in England; his
attainments and publications in his special field...
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