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illustrated. 1766 Excerpt: . . . we inquired concerning Chrzfl, F whether be be a God, the arswer was: That the sbul is immortal aC ter the death of the
body, knows every body, who is favored with -wisdom. But (e) the soul of that man is mzyl eminent flzr pie-ty. Him ther-gore he declared to be mosl
pious, and his foul, like the finds of others, aEer death made immortal, which (d) the ignorant Chrislians wox-ship. Then, -when we ashed, why he-
was put to death, the ora- cular arswer was: The body is always liable to slight torments. But the sbul of the pious cscapes to the heavenly countrey.
And af- ter the oracle, he adds: He therefore is pious, and is gone to Hea--ven, as the pious do. Him therefore you are not to blasjzheme, but to pity
the ignorance of men. Thus writes Porphyrie. , Here the composer of this work was upon his guard. But not so Eusebius, who receives all without
hefitation. The author was a-ware, that what he was about to say was very unlikely. He there-fore introduceth it with that preface. It may Hem
slrange, which-we are going to say. And he aEerwards throws in a reflexion upon the Christians, as if they carried their respect for Christ too far.
How-is ever, he, and his God, bear an honorable testimonie to jesus, as we have seen. H, , Porphyrie, in this work, and his Gods, as Eusebius says;
impute. -not to our Sa-viour, irnposlure, but Piety, and-wisdom, and ascent to...
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