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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
The Copper Pot: A Play in Two Scenes The scene shows the street and sidewalk of an Arab village. The sidewalk and as much of the street as is
convenient is customarily used for tethered donkeys and sleeping camels and dogs, and for the stools of the cafe. People walk in the street. The
houses, which extend along the back in an unbroken block, are one story, windowless and of baked mud or stone. The doors of the houses and cafe
are of wood, with heavy iron hinges and bolts. The cafe doors are double, and the house doors about as high as a man (if the lintel of a door makes
one stoop, an enemy is at a disadvantage when he tries to enter). The interior of the cafe is dark, lightened by gleams of copper or brass, a charcoal
brazier, or a shaft of light on a gorgeous rug. The stools are rough, four-legged affairs, about a foot high; the benches a little higher, sometimes
with a rug thrown over them. Although the scene is at twilight or early dawn, it is well to emphasize the contrast of the dark coolness of interiors
and the intense blackness of shadows, with the stark, bleached and sunbaked walls and street. The contrast between glaring light and heavy shadow
is very characteristic. The men wear a long white shirt to below the knees, belted, and with the heavy plain or striped abbaya (outer cloak). On their
heads they wear the square keffiyeh of white cotton or dark silk, folded diagonally and held in place by a heavy double rope around the head.
Salameh may wear full trousers, a short jacket...
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