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Emerald Publishing Limited, United Kingdom, 2008. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15 business days
and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. In recent years intellectual property rights (IPR) took on
major significance as an element of global trade regulation. The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) at the
World Trade Organization (WTO) obliges member countries to protect patents, copyrights, trademarks, and trade secrets. This mandate has great
impact in developing nations, which had generally weaker IPR standards prior to TRIPS and subsequent agreements. This emerging international
regime for protecting IPR raises thorny questions about how the new rules of the game might affect fundamental economic processes, including
innovation, trade and economic development. The governments of many developing countries see the new regime as excessively protectionist and
an impediment to their development prospects. They perceive potential problems with abusive monopoly practices, high costs for new medicines,
and limited access to scientific and educational materials. Indeed, it is ironic that during a time of significant global liberalization of trade and
investment barriers, the IPR system may be raising restrictions on access to the very technology flows that could substantiate the gains from greater
trading opportunities. However, expansion of the global IPR regime also bears potential for economic gains. It is possible that the new system will
encourage additional investments in RD and innovation. The ongoing internationalization of commercial RD could be accelerated. Such
investments might increasingly meet the medical, agricultural, and educational needs of people in poor countries. The regime could also improve
the mechanisms under which new information goods are transferred across borders, expanding the possibilities for fruitful diffusion of
technologies. The implications of these reforms will be far-reaching, complex and hard to predict....
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