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major significance as an element of global trade regulation. The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) at the
World Trade Organization (WTO) obliges member countries to protect patents, copyrights, trademarks, and trade secrets. This mandate has great
impact in developing nations, which had generally weaker IPR standards prior to TRIPS and subsequent agreements. This emerging international
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an impediment to their development prospects. They perceive potential problems with abusive monopoly practices, high costs for new medicines,
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