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**xxx Excerpt from The New Swiss Family Robinson: A Tale for Children of All Ages This tile has been excavated from the remains of a prehistoric
Harvard by an optimist in the publishing line. Fortunately it as in good condition, its hieroglyphs clear and decipherable. Written forty year ago,
thirty-nine years ago was the last time that the author looked at it, until the other day when the publisher brought it to him. He read it without a
mile; and in its day, in the Harvard Lampoon, it split no sides, showing but dully beside its shining predecessors, The Little Tin Gods on Wheels, and
Rollo s Visit to Cambridge. Then why unearth it? | can already hear the gloomy critic ask. My dear Sir, my very dear Sir, this book is no laughing
matter. Have you never inspected ancient tiles Do you not know what immense reconstructive value to scholars the laundry bills of Rameses and
Nebuchednezzar possess to-day? The clay record of a Pharaoh s dirty linen may have not seemed funny to his washerwoman, but at the British
Museum archaeologists will cluster round it like bees and ingeniously gather from it the manners and customs of its extinct day. So this tile out of
Ancient Harvard. It will disclose the existence of the book of which it is the parody. Tinoriginal Swiss Family Robinson was written to make children
good. Its inveterate pointing of a moral at every page, nearly in every paragraph, may have been as sweet as condensed milk to Swiss children, hut
American children usually made laces when obliged to take doses of it. The hieroglyphs on the tile disclose also much...
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